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Opera Forces Dorian Out of the Closet
Ageless play gets chamber treatment at the Kimmel

By Juck & Sandy Jacobowitz sampling all of lifi's pervorse possibilitics Dorian

3-V 460

According to Burridge, “Dorian is particulurly rele

finally sevms Lo repent when he spares a young girl our times. The pormous industry in anti
i 5 A | ploitation. He rushes to confirm his aging. Evervone v fighting to stay young and
h'.l; L M'F‘"".k G o sl Tl Yool “l_'_':::":ll at the portrait for some willing to pay for it!" She went on to talk about the
o slings and g0 of @ change for the better. muzsic and ow you coubd hum or whistle it.” For
arrows of cutrageous fortun That's = a sample you can visit their website at: www,

the premise of Oscar Wilde's pothic operutheater,org

19th century novel The Picture of
Dorian Gray, brought te life as an
opera staged by the Center City
Opera Theater (CCOT).

CCOT's target audience is the ordinary opora
and theater lover, the same audiences that
might go to the Opera Company of Philadelphia
and Walrut Street Theatre, They consider
them i innowative in the same way s the
Al atre, They put on seven |||«hmxnu
ni-staged and two fully staged.

1itle role of Dorian Gray

The opers wig written and composed
by Laowell Liebermann in 1996, This
performance will be the world g
of n re-orchestrated chamber orchestra
version commissioned by the CCOT.
Liebermann is a prolific composer,
pianist and conductor whose wark is
frequently performed to eritical neclaim.
Dorian is his frst opers
Lichermann is both the
librettist. When

\Z-n Y 1-d 4 O-N 4 -4
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CCOT is not a repertoire company: they hold
anditions nationally several times a year.
They also select from emerging young singers
around the country including graduates ol
eur local pre-eminent voeal institutions,
Curtis and Aendemy of Voenl Arts Aj.
“Our singers have performed with major
nies 1m‘|l|l|i|\xl|l' MET, Seattle Opera,
Howston Grand Opoera aml New York City
Opera,” maidl Kurtz, As to why this opiera
was re-orchestrated, he said, e A
chamber orchestra of 36 players. Dorian was
originally composed for a full orchestra of

94 players! That's why we re-crehostrated;
we don't have a pit large enough to

date that large an orch

in the past, for example, Wagner!

Henders of m cert e will surely
remember the 1945 Oscar winning movie
with George Sanders, Angela Lansbury
and Hurd Hotfield, For those who don't,
the libretto tells the story of o charming,
handsome young man and his friendships
with Basil, s portrait artist, and Lord

‘What he sees in the portrait

Many music lovers say they can't understand what
«enuses him to slash the painting. He then falls to the -

Henry, an amoral, pleasure secking man about town, foor, dead!
not unlike Wilde himself! e bl tehed' over time, bec
sung, making it a bit more difficult to understand.

Since commissioning and mounling i ndw opern 15 This is true of popular muasic teo. We work hard to
S e L o o aluciyie & AL e i e opghon s sy et il Banloy fisb orh aag¥s ALotioe cas be Toamred Tn thia
voning. b thia pictars the |L| "‘““L‘I":;M Ia‘l" ;’I':L':_hmld CCOT Marketing Director Annie Burridge to find out intimacy of the Perelman Theater, this should not be
‘abways b cureful whak vou wish Tor < vou maey get &l more ahout this company. We nsked why lh\ Eroup m problem. Also |hnugh thu opern u.!n I"ng]mh wir

0 ¥ o «chase this opera o ml Andrew replied,

well w

Seduced and encouraged by Lord Henry's hedonism, elassic: Plus groat

of pure plensure without wauals perfect op 1o wina a chonr AR R
theme o this year's productions. We based the weason  (2SW AT B0 W00,
on the great literary classics ie. Hansel & Gretel, Little y ik tion call 215-8
Wamen, Of Mice and Men, Romeo and dulier, Macbeeh ~ MOFe information call 215-8
and now Drian (re™

@, 10 and 12 at Kimmel
5. Broad S1. For
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